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Our data about doctors with an EEA PMQ 
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What are the most frequent countries of 
qualification for EEA graduates? 

 

 



What do we know about the practice types of 
EEA graduates? 

 

 



What do we know about EEA graduates 
representation in particular medical specialties? 

 

 



EU exit – UK political environment 

 Increased workforce shortages and pressure on NHS 

 

 Government agenda on liberalising medical education & increasing 
numbers of UK trained doctors 

 

 Differences of view on Brexit between UK countries 

 

 Uncertainty - future of free movement and whether there will be a 
transition period 
 

 Potential Brexit  ‘legislative blight’ – how quickly can the significant 
reforms needed to the Medical Act 1983 happen? 

 



Potential Brexit scenarios 

 Withdrawal agreement fails – ‘hard Brexit’ as of 29 March 2019 
 No mutual recognition of professional qualifications 

 EEA qualified doctors classed as international medical graduates 

 

 Withdrawal agreement signed – transition until 31 December 
2020 
 Status quo for mutual recognition professional qualifications (except 

temporary & occasional) until end of 2020 

 

 Trade agreement between UK and EU from 2021 onwards 
 UK Government and EC confirmed they want this to cover recognition of 

professional qualifications but subject to negotiation – not guaranteed 



Additional points to note 

 

 

 

 

Issue Implication / action 

T&O registration to cease 
from 29 March 2019 

The Withdrawal Agreement does not cover T&O applications, 
only establishment. So T&O registration will cease in the UK as 
of 29 March 2019. 

EFTA counties (Iceland, 
Lichtenstein, Norway and 
Switzerland) will not be 
covered by the Withdrawal 
Agreement 

Separate negotiations between UK and these countries are 
underway but there is a possibility that doctors from these 
countries will lose their RPQ rights post Brexit (irrespective of 
how we exit the EU). Although numbers are small – on average 
25 doctors are granted registration with a licence to practise in 
the UK per year from these countries. 
 

No deal Brexit would create 
hard border across the 
island of Ireland – 
impacting on workforce 
supply and cross border care 
(exacerbated by removal of 
T&O registration) 
 

GMC commissioned a scoping study to identify regulatory 
implications of different exit scenarios (to be completed by end 
of summer 2018). 
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Fitness to practise information sharing 

 From January 2016 regulators have legal duty to share 
information with European counterparts: 
 If a healthcare professional has been restricted or prohibited from practise 

 Alert sent via secure EC communications tool (IMI) 

 Must be sent within three calendar days 

 

 However, only EU member states are eligible to access IMI: 
 Article 7 of draft Withdrawal Agreement - at the end of the transition period, 

the UK shall cease to be entitled to access any network, any information 
system, and any database established on the basis of Union law 
 

 Post 2020, can the UK negotiate access to IMI? Or will it need to 
seek individual, voluntary Memoranda's of Understanding with 
each member state? 



Any questions? 


