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18. meeting of European 

Network of Medical Competent 

Authorities 

Directive 2005/36/EC 

Art. 1 Purpose 
 

 This Directive establishes rules according to which a Member State 
which makes access to or pursuit of a regulated profession in its 
territory contingent upon possession of specific professional 
qualifications (referred to hereinafter as the host Member State) shall 
recognise professional qualifications obtained in one or more 
other Member States (referred to hereinafter as the home Member 
State) and which allow the holder of the said qualifications to pursue 
the same profession there, for access to and pursuit of that 
profession. 

 

Art. 4 Effects of recognition 
 

 The recognition of professional qualifications by the host Member 
State shall allow beneficiaries to gain access in that Member State 
to the same profession as that for which they are qualified in the home 
Member State and to pursue it in the host Member State under the 
same conditions as its nationals. 

 



18. meeting of European 

Network of Medical Competent 

Authorities 

Directive 2005/36/EC 

Art. 21 Principle of automatic recognition 
 

 Each Member State shall recognise evidence of formal 
qualifications as doctor giving access to the professional activities of 
doctor with basic training and specialised doctor (…), listed in Annex V, 
(…), and shall, for the purposes of access to and pursuit of the 
professional activities, give such evidence the same effect on its 
territory as the evidence of formal qualifications which it itself issues. 

 

Art. 22 b Common provisions on training 
 

 Member States shall, in accordance with the procedures specific to 
each Member State, ensure, by encouraging continuous 
professional development, that professionals whose professional 
qualification is covered by Chapter III of this Title are able to update 
their knowledge, skills and competences in order to maintain a safe and 
effective practice and keep abreast of professional developments. 
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Art. 50 Documentation and formalities 

 

 Where the competent authorities of the host Member State decide on an 
application for authorisation to pursue the regulated profession in 
question by virtue of this Title, those authorities may demand the 
documents and certificates listed in Annex VII. 

 

 i.e.: 

 - proof of nationality 

 - evidence of formal qualifications  

  (attestation of professional experience if applicable, e.g. 3 out of 5) 

 - documents relating to good standing, health 
 

+ 

 possible language controls (art. 53) 
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Authorities 

CME and recognition 

 EC clarifications regarding art. 22 b (Transposition Guide of 2006): 

 

 This provision does not introduce any obligation for Member States to 
set up programmes of continuing education and training for sectoral 
professions (neither for any other profession), nor does it entitle 
Member States to require evidence of continued professional 
development in view of recognition.  

 Thus, the absence of continuing education and training in the home 
Member State cannot be a reason to reject a request for 
recognition. 

 Nevertheless, Member States may impose on migrants already 
established on their territory an obligation of continuing education 
and training to the extent that they do so, with regard to the profession 
concerned, for their nationals.  
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Network of Medical Competent 

Authorities 

Information from a competent 

authority – registration of specialist 

doctors 

 Medical specialist have to be registered in a medical specialist register 
to exercise the medical specialty. 

  

 Medical specialist with the domestic professional qualification can only 
maintain their registration if they comply with re-registration 
requirements whereby they must: 

 

 - exercise the profession for a minimum amount of hours; 

 

 - participate in a minimum amount of accredited medical education; 

 

 - participate in visitations focusing on professional and personal 
development. 
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Information from a competent 

authority – registration of specialist 

doctors 

 All specialist with the domestic professional qualification who request 
registration more than 5 years after completing their specialist training 
must show that they fulfil these requirements since finishing the 
specialist training. 

 

 If they do not, they will first need to complete additional training. 

 

 Medical specialist with a foreign professional qualification need to show 
they fulfil the requirements regarding exercising the profession and the 
medical education for the 5 years prior to their request for registration. 

 

 If these specialists request registration within 5 years after completing 
specialist training they will be registered immediately. 
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Additional requirements for 

registration of specialist doctors 

 Therefore, medical doctors with specialist titles obtained more than five 
years before have to meet addtional requirements  

to get access to the profession  

(professional activities in the given field of specialized medicine), 

other than formal professional qualification subject to recognition,  

good standing, appropriate health, language proficiency, namely: 
 

 - proof of continuing professional practice in their field of specialization; 
 

 - proof of continuing professional education (CME/CPD). 
 

Is that legally justified in the light of the provisions and aim of 
Directive 2005/36/EC? 

Is it an additional barrier for migrants not provided for by the 
Directive? 


